PICTURE THIS 


THE FILMS AND VIDEOS 


Motion Pictures 


Prince’s four motion pictures are described and assessed in this 
section. The following information is provided for each film: 
premiere date, runtime, director, writer (where applicable), and 
a list of the most prominent people who starred in the film 
(with name of character in brackets). 


Purple Rain 

Premiere date: 26 July 1984 

Runtime: 111 mins 

Director: Albert Magnoli 

Writers: Albert Magnoli and William Blinn 

Starring: Prince (the Kid), Olga Karlatos (mother), Clarence 
Williams III (father), Apollonia as herself, Morris Day as himself, 
Jerome Benton as himself, Billy Sparks as himself, Jill Jones as 
herself 

Prince's first motion picture, Purple Rain, is set against the 
subculture of the music world of Minneapolis. It tells the story 
of the Kid, played by Prince, the leader of The Revolution. His 
foremost rival is Morris Day of the competing funk group The 
Time. Day and the Kid are attracted to the voluptuous Apollo- 
nia, a mysterious new arrival who has come to town to make it 
as a singer. She becomes the lead singer of Apollonia 6, a group 
which Day hopes will take the Kid’s spot at the hottest venue 
in town, First Avenue. 

The struggling Kid is tormented by his parents’ troubled 
and violent relationship at home. He is introverted, expressing 
himself primarily through his music. Further complicating 
matters, the Kid’s relationship with his band is strained. His 
mistrust of others keeps him from listening to band members’ 
requests to contribute music to the group. The relationships 
with his parents and the group reach their culmination after 
his father puts a gun to his own head. The Kid foresees his 
future as going in the same direction. During a rage against his 
seemingly inevitable fate, the Kid comes across reams of sheet 
music filled with his father’s compositions. Earlier in the film, 
his father tells him that he doesn’t have any of his songs written 
down as he has them all in his head. He points out that this is 
the difference between him and his son. Just as the Kid saw his 
possible fate paralleled in his father’s suicide attempt, now he 
can identify with him musically; their supposed difference isn’t 
there after all. 

The film ends on an “up” note as the Kid takes one of 
his father’s pieces, adds the rhythm track from a tune Lisa 
Coleman and Wendy Melvoin gave him, and debuts the results, 

“Purple Rain,” at the hushed nightclub the next night. The audi- 
ence is won over, and Apollonia, the band, Morris Day, and 
indeed everyone, are united by the music. The Kid has learned 
to love and let others into his world. 

Purple Rain obviously has its weaknesses and it is pri- 
marily the music and exciting live performances that make the 
film highly entertaining. The film is ridden with clichés and 
some of the simplifications are cartoonish. The only crucial 
roles taken by professional actors are that of the Kid’s mother 
and father (played by Olga Karlatos and Clarence Williams MI), 
and neither Prince nor the other musicians in the cast can pull 
off their roles completely. 

Many aspects of Prince’s personal life were mirrored by 
the role of the Kid and, except for Prince, all the musicians in 


Purple Rain go by their real name, leading many to y 
film as an autobiographical account of Prince's life. ] 
of Prince’s management team felt the film captured 
sence” of Prince, while Lisa Coleman described it as “f 
meaning that it combined fictional elements with: utol 
phy. 

Purple Rain was a phenomenal success, becomi 
10th biggest film of 1984 and grossing almost $7 
earned Prince an Academy Award for Best Original. 
press reviews of Purple Rain were mostly favourab! 
critics rated it as one of the finest rock films ever 


Under The Cherry Moon 
Premiere date: 2 July 1986 
Runtime: 98 mins 
Director: Prince 
Writer: Becky Johnston 
Starring: Prince (Christopher Tracy), Jerome Benton (Tri 
Kristin Scott-Thomas (Mary Sharon), Steven Berkoff (N 
ron), Emmanuelle Sallet (Katy), Alexandra Stewart (Mrs. 
Francesca Annis (Mrs. Wellington) 

Essentially a love story, Under The Cherry Moo 
the American musician and gigolo-type character C 
Tracy, played by Prince, who goes with his friend 
(Jerome Benton) to the French Riviera to make his: 
marrying rich. In a paper, Christopher spots a likely 
Mary Sharon (Kristin Scott-Thomas), the daughter 
wealthy shipping magnate (Steven Berkoff). She i 
turn 21 and inherit a vast fortune if she marries the 
father has chosen for her. Although she initially resi 
soon falls for Christopher, who finds his own fortu 
impulses yielding to deeper emotions. The father’s ef 
break up the romance and Tricky’s rivalry for the girl's 
tions constitute the major plot elements of the film. 
conventional comedy scenario takes a tragic turn near th 
when Christopher is chased and shot by goons hired 
girl’s father. 

While the film is very tastefully photographed, the 
acting, dialogue, and plot leave much to be desired, M: 
roles, including those of Mary’s parents, never go beyo 


do they drop their ulterior motives and allow thems 
become vulnerable. They act as if they can justify 
because they were born poor, and rich people as a class re 
the poor. At no time does either suggest that, having 
some wealth, the two will share anything with anyo 
is poor. 

“Tm hoping everyone understands where I was 
go with it and there’s a message behind it all,” Prince 
the film in a 1986 interview. The film expresses the ide 
true lovers cannot be separated, even through death. 
Christopher falls in love with Mary, he learns the “true n 
ing of love” and becomes “an honest man” by dropp 
his previous business to devote himself to his beloved. 
souls are one, that’s the ultimate, then flesh is nothing, h 
Tricky. “If two people really dug one another, they cou 


, no matter what happened.” Prince’s message was 

ith love there’s no death.” 

nsharp contrast to Purple Rain, Under The Cherry 
eceived almost unanimous panning and was written off 
pretentious,” “a mess,” “a failed experiment,” and “an ego 
truly vintage Hollywood proportions.” The box office 

se was poor. Having cost an estimated $12 million, the 
ossed around $10 million during its brief theatrical run. 


he Times 

date: 20 November 1987 
:85 mins 

Prince and Albert Magnoli 

Prince and his Sign O’ The Times tour band as themselves 
apturing the phenomenal Sign O’ The Times show, Sign 
Times is essentially a straightforward concert film. A plot 
gradually via the onstage action illustrating the songs 
ief vignettes which are sandwiched in between. The story 
‘ns Cat and her boyfriend, played by Wally Safford. They 
[get along and Prince moves in, creating a romantic trian- 
he film plays out the resulting tensions and dilemmas. 

It hardly matters that the plot is so sketchy, however, 

se the music and startling energy generated by Prince and 
and reduce the story to virtual irrelevance, making Sign O’ 
he Times a highly entertaining concert film. 

Although the film wasn’t a commercial success, it was 

big hit with the critics and many lauded it as one of the 

est concert films ever made. Comparisons were made with 
than Demme’s highly acclaimed film of The Talking Heads 
ncert, Stop Making Sense. The film cost about $2.5 million 
roduce. It didn’t apply to Prince’s contract with Warner 

os. for his dramatic features. Instead, a deal was struck with 
ineplex Odeon Films, the distribution arm of the 1,500- 

en, Toronto-based theatre chain. 


ffiti Bridge 

remiere date: 1 November 1990 

ntime: 95 mins 

Director: Prince 

Writer: Prince 

Starring: Prince (the Kid), Ingrid Chavez (Aura), Mavis Staples 

_ (Melody Cool), Morris Day as himself, Jerome Benton as himself, 
Ge orge Clinton as himself, T.C. Ellis as himself, Robin Power as 
herself, Jill Jones as herself 

Although it isn’t a sequel per se to Purple Rain, the 
‘Graffiti Bridge film revived the key characters from that movie, 
‘including the Kid (Prince) and The Time, with Morris Day 

d his sidekick Jerome Benton. The story revolves around the 
Sid and Day’s rivalry over the ownership of a club called Glam 
‘Slam. Day wants to put the Kid out of business, because his 
spiritual music doesn’t make enough money. Day is primarily 
concerned with money, but the Kid wants to use the club as a 
orum for music that uplifts the soul. 

The Kid’s faith in his music is restored by Aura (Ingrid 
Chavez), who materialises out of nowhere and is first seen sit- 
ting on a graffiti-painted bridge. Aura serves as a guardian angel 
to the Kid, but when he calls her “mine” she warns him that 
she really belongs to “him above.” She appears every time he 
isin danger of losing Glam Slam. Her mission is to persuade 
the Kid to keep fighting for what is rightfully his. She even 


ETHIS: The Films and Videos 


flirts with Day, hoping to change his heart. For no apparent 
reason, Aura dies in a random car accident. This calamitous 
death of the innocent angel is the crucifixion that redeems the 
community. The Kid leads the mourners in lamentation. One 
by one, Day’s stooges join the throng, and finally Day himself 
relents, hugging the Kid and letting him keep Glam Slam. The 
message is that love, unity, and cooperation is necessary for 
mankind to create a better world. 

In many ways, Graffiti Bridge resembles Julian Temple's 
1985 film musical Absolute Beginners, which also stitched 
together a series of highly stylised videos. Graffiti Bridge is a 
treat to watch, and it shows that Prince the moviemaker has a 
great deal of visual style. It is awash in a light haze that makes 
it all look like a dream sequence. The gaudy sets are shot from 
wild angles, frenetically cut together. 

The plot along with most of the acting and dialogue are 
the weak points of the film. Although the musical numbers are 
fine, they don't fulfil their purpose in advancing the narrative. 
Another problem is Prince’s character, the Kid. In Purple Rain, 
he was portrayed as a cocksure and stubborn up-and-coming 
star. Graffiti Bridge presents him as a brooding, introverted 
figure, who comes alive only onstage. The Kid is probably 
wiser, but considerably less confident and charismatic, which 
simply makes him less appealing as the star of the film. 

The reviews of Graffiti Bridge were unmercifully negative, 
on par with the critical response to Under The Cherry Moon. 
The film bombed at the box office. It grossed $4.2 million 
before being removed from most screens after a month. The 
film cost $7 million and it was estimated that Warner Bros. 
needed to rack up $14 million in gross ticket sales to recover all 
of its investment. 


Television Films 


This section looks at the three made-for-television films that 
Prince has acted and performed in. The date of the first broad- 
cast and the broadcast network are provided. 


Act 
First broadcast: 18 December 1992 
Network: ABC (USA) 

A 40-minute film by Prince entitled Act J was broadcast 
in ABC’s In Concert series. The film mixes fictional elements 
with interview footage and video clips of songs from the + 
album. It opens with the video of “2 Whom It May Concern.” 
The next scene finds Mayte in a busy Oriental town, walking 
back to her palace with her bodyguards. Seven shadowy figures 
lurk in the background. Back home, she goes for a bath in a 
pool with her servant girls. 

The scene then cuts to the seven men, who walk into 
Mayte’s father’s room. They stab her father to death. Mayte 
arrives in the room just in time to see the seven men drop her 
father to the ground and flee. He dies in her arms. This scene 
fades out to Mayte riding across a sandy Egyptian desert, with 
a backdrop of the pyramids, accompanied by Oriental-tinged 
music. 

Act I then continues with video clips (“Love 2 The 
9's,” “The Morning Papers,” “The Continental,” “Damn U,” 
and “7”) interspersed with interview snippets with The NPG 
members. They talk about Prince’s studio work, life on the 
road, and Mayte. They question her role in the band. At this 
point, Mayte is brought in and she begins to give her point of 
view, explaining how she met Prince and how she influenced 
the album. Most of the footage was later used in the home 
video/LaserDisc 3 Chains O’ Gold. 


The Beautiful Experience 
First broadcast: 3 April 1994 
Network: Sky One (England) 

The Beautiful Experience is a 70-minute film that pre- 
miered on the British Sky One television channel. It was sub- 
sequently broadcast in many other countries. The film mixes 
live footage from a Paisley Park concert (February 13th 1994) 
with video clips of several new songs such as “Papa,” “Come,” 

“Race,” “Pheromone,” “Loose!”, and a 10-minute video for 

“The Most Beautiful Girl In The World.” 

The Beautiful Experience also includes a number of 

“conceptual vignettes” interspersed between concert footage 
and videos. To some degree, it resembles the Sign O’ The 
Times movie, but The Beautiful Experience has a more focused 
narrative. Starring Nona Gaye as Jan, the film depicts her 
transformation from an alienated woman with a negative 
self-image into a fully realised human being who is aware of 
her self-worth and beauty. The story told through the narra- 
tive portions and the performances is quite sophisticated and 
complex. 


Love 4 One Another 
First broadcast: 27 January 1996 
Network: VH1 (USA) 

Love 4 One Another is a 45-minute film tha 
cast by VH1. Not unlike The Beautiful Experi 


film, the film features dramatic scenes interspers 


performances. The film introduces Cory Dana 
who pursues Prince at Paisley Park. It also stars 
friends such as Nona Gaye, Veronica Webb, and 
stand-up comedian David Chapelle. 
The film finds Nikki attempting to locate 
Paisley Park studio complex. He is trying to avoid 
confronts her with the true meaning of certain v 
mate, fanatic, and friend). At the end, Prince gets f 
her and tells her that he has already found his sou 
says that she is dressed in gold and it becomes 
referring to Mayte as the “Gold” video starts, show 
a gold-coloured outfit, 


on covers officially released video cassettes (usually re- 
o as home videos), LaserDiscs, DVDs, and CD-ROMs. 
leases attributed to Prince/® are included. Guest 
nces by Prince on other artists’ videos/DVDs are not 
Tt should be noted that some of the releases (some 
) are out of print and no longer available. The releases 
in chronological order of release. 
entry includes information about the general con- 
listing where applicable, original release date (i.e. 
when the first configuration of the film was released), 
iy who released the product, and format(s). 
“Tracks are often listed erroneously on the covers. The 
given here have been corrected. Note that guests appear 
Sacrifice Of Victor, Beautiful Strange, Rave Un2 The Year 
„and Live At The Aladdin Las Vegas, which means that 
of the songs on these four releases are not by Prince. 
S and Betamax are two video cassette formats 
famax was an early competitor to VHS, but it is rare 

y). DVD technology was introduced in 1996 and will 
replace video cassettes. NTSC is the American television 
guration, while PAL is used in most of the world; a VHS 
cassette in the NTSC format is normally not compatible 
the PAL format and vice versa. Region 1 DVDs can be 
ed in America, while region 2 DVDs are for the Euro- 
market. Region 0 DVDs are region-free. 


The Films and Videos 


u Released Home Videos, LaserDises, DVDs, and CD-ROMs 


Purple Rain 

Description: The motion picture 

Duration: 113 minutes 

Original release date: 19 November 1985 

Company: Warner Home Video 

Formats: VHS (NTSC and PAL), Betamax (NTSC and PAL), 
LaserDisc (NTSC and PAL), DVD (Region 1) 

Comments: Also released in combination with Graffiti Bridge 
on VHS (NTSC and PAL) 


Double Live 

Description: Live concert from the Purple Rain tour, Carrier 

Dome, Syracuse, 30 March 1985 

Duration: 116 minutes 

Track listing: “Let’s Go Crazy” / “Delirious” / “1999” / “Little 

Red Corvette” / “Take Me With U” / “Do Me, Baby” / “Irresist- 

ible Bitch” / “Possessed” / “How Come U Don’t Call Me Any- 

more” / “Let’s Pretend We Are Married” / “International Lover” / 
“God” / “Computer Blue” / “Darling Nikki” / “The Beautiful 

Ones” / “When Doves Cry” / “I Would Die 4 U” / “Baby, Pm A 

Star” / “Purple Rain” 

Original release date: December 1985 

Company: Paisley Park/Warner Music Video and Pioneer LDC 

(Japanese LaserDisc release) 

Formats: VHS (NTSC and PAL), Betmax (NTSC and PAL), 

LaserDisc (NTSC) 

Comments: First released as two cassettes as Double Live. Later 

reissued as Live on one cassette and LaserDisc 


Under The Cherry Moon 

Description: The motion picture 

Duration: 96 minutes 

Original release date: 1987 

Company: Warner Home Video 

Formats: VHS (NTSC and PAL), Betamax (NTSC and PAL), 
LaserDisc (NTSC) 


Sign 0' The Times 

Description: The motion picture 

Duration: 85 minutes 

Track listing: “Sign O’ The Times” / “Play In The Sunshine” / 
“Little Red Corvette” / “Housequake” / “Slow Love” / “I Could 

Never Take The Place Of Your Man” / “Hot Thing” / “Now’s The 

Time” / “U Got The Look” / “If I Was Your Girlfriend” / “Forever 

In My Life” / “It’s Gonna Be A Beautiful Night” / “The Cross” 

Original release date: 1988 

Company: MCA Home Video 

Formats: VHS (NTSC and PAL), Betamax (probably both NTSC 

and PAL), Laserdisc (NTSC), Laserdisc (PAL) 


Lovesexy Live | 

Description: Second part of a show from the Lovesexy tour, West- 

falenhalle, Dortmund, 9 September 1988 

Duration: 69 minutes 

Track listing: “Eye Know” / “Lovesexy” / “Glam Slam” / “The 

Cross” / “I Wish U Heaven” / “Kiss” / “Dance On” / “When 2 R 

In Love” / “Venus De Milo” / “Starfish And Coffee” / “Raspberry 

Beret” / “Condition Of The Heart” / “Strange Relationship” / 
“Let’s Go Crazy” / “When Doves Cry” / “Purple Rain” / “1999” / 
“Alphabet St.” 

Original release date: 19 April 1989 

Company: Granada/Palace 

Formats: VHS (NTSC and PAL), Betamax (probably both NTSC 

and PAL) 

Comments: Also released in combination with Lovesexy Live 2 
on LaserDisc (PAL) 


Lovesexy Live 2 

Description: First part of a show from the Lovesexy tour, West- 

falenhalle, Dortmund, 9 September 1988 

Duration: 60 minutes 

Track listing: “Erotic City” / “Housequake” / “Slow Love” / 
“Adore” / “Delirious” / “Jack U Off” / “Sister” / “Adore” / “I 

Wanna Be Your Lover” / “Head” / “When You Were Mine” / 
“Blues In C (If I Had A Harem)” / “Little Red Corvette” / “Con- 

troversy” / “Dirty Mind” / “Superfunkycalifragisexy” / “Bob 

George” / “Anna Stesia” 

Original release date: 19 April 1989 

Company: Granada/ Palace 

Formats: VHS (NTSC and PAL), Betamax (probably both NTSC 

and PAL) 

Comments: Also released in combination with Lovesexy Live 1 
on LaserDisc (PAL) 


Gett Off 


Description: Five video clips for the “Gett Off” maxi-single 
Duration: 30 minutes 

Track listing: “Gett Off” / “Gett Off (Houstyle)” / “Violet The 
Organ Grinder” / “Gangster Glam” / “Clockin’ The Jizz” 
Original release date: 10 September 1991 

Company: Paisley Park/Warner Reprise Video 

Formats: VHS (NTSC and PAL), LaserDisc (NTSC) 


Graffiti Bridge 

Description: The motion picture 

Duration: 87 minutes 

Original release date: November 1991 

Company: Warner Home Video 

Formats: VHS (NTSC and PAL), LaserDisc (NTSC and PAL) 


Comments: Also released in combination with Purple Rain on 
VHS (NTSC and PAL) 


Sexy MF 


Description: Video clip 

Duration: 9 minutes 

Track listing: Sexy MF” / advertisement for the $ album 
Original release date: 16 June 1992 

Company: Warner Bros. Video 

Formats: VHS (NTSC and PAL) 


Diamonds find Pearls Video Collection 

Description: Video clips and live footage from the 

Pearls tour 

Duration: 58 minutes 

Track listing: “Gett Off” / “Cream” / “Diamonds, 
“Call The Law” / “Willing And Able” / “Insatiable” /' 
“Money Don’t Matter 2 Night” / “Thunder” (live) / 

(live) / “Jughead” (live) / “Live 4 Love” (live) 

Original release date: 6 October 1992 D 

Company: Paisley Park/Warner Reprise Video 

Formats: VHS (NTSC and PAL), LaserDisc (NTSC 


The Hits Video Collection 


Description: Video clips 

Duration: 61 minutes 

Track listing: “Peach” / “Uptown” / “1999” / “Alp! 
“Sign O’ The Times” / “Diamonds And Pearls” / “Coni 
“Dirty Mind” / “I Wanna Be Your Lover” / “Little Red í 
“I Would Die 4 U” / “Raspberry Beret” / “Kiss” / “Cı 

Original release date: 14 September 1993 

Company: Paisley Park/ Warner Reprise Video 

Formats: VHS (NTSC and PAL), LaserDisc (NTSC a 

DVD (Region 1+2) 


The Undertaker 

Description: The “Paisley Park Power Trio” live at 
14 June 1993 

Duration: 36 minutes 

Track listing: “The Ride” / “Poorgoo” / “Honky Tonk’ 
“Bambi” / “Zannalee” / “The Undertaker” / “Dolphin” 
Original release date: 6 December 1993 
Company: Not listed 

Formats: VHS (NTSC) 

Comments: This is the original version of The U; 
which was slightly revised for the “official” 1995 
video was a limited edition of 1,000 copies at $50. 
original version focuses on the live performance, omitti 
footage of Vanessa Marcil. It contains the full “Poo 
portion of which was edited out on the 1995 version 
film) and a full live version of “Dolphin” (instead of ox 
bing the ending with the studio recording of the song, as 
done on the 1995 version of the film). 4 


+} Interactive 


Description: Interactive computer game 
Original release date: 7 June 1994 
Company: GraphixZone 

Format: CD-ROM (compatible to both Macintosh and 
3.1 PC machines) 

Comments: Later re-released by GraphixZone without | 
audio track to “Interactive” only for PC machines. 


s 0“ Gold 
cription: Video clips from the # album. 
ion: 73 minutes 
listing: “My Name Is Prince” / “Sexy MF” / “Love 2 The 
“The Morning Papers” / “The Max” / “Blue Light” / “Eye 
Melt With U” / “Sweet Baby” / “The Continental” / 
umn U” / “7” / “3 Chains O° Gold” 
release date: 16 August 1994 
npany: Paisley Park/Warner Reprise Video 
VHS (NTSC and PAL), LaserDisc (NTSC and PAL) 


sacrifice Of Victor 
siption: Prince and The NPG in concert at Bagley’s Ware- 
e, London, 8 September 1993 (am) 
tion: 46 minutes 
listing: “The Ride” / “The Undertaker” / “Jailhouse 
/ “House In Order” / “Call The Law” / “Heart In My 
d” / “Power Of Love” / “In The Mood” / “Peach” 
release date: 6 March 1995 
npany: Warner Bros. Video and Warner Reprise Video (Japa- 
LaserDisc release) 
VHS (NTSC and PAL), LaserDisc (NTSC) 


cription: The “Paisley Park Power Trio” live at Paisley Park, 
june 1993, interspersed with some dramatic scenes 

ation: 40 minutes 

ck listing: “The Ride” / “Poorgoo” / “Honky Tonk Women” / 


release date: 6 March 1995 

npany: Warner Bros. Video and Warner Reprise Video (Japa- 
LaserDisc release) 

: VHS (NTSC and PAL), LaserDisc (NTSC) 

ents: “Honky Tonk Women” is spelled “Honky Tonk- 
” on the cover. 


autiful Strange 
cription: Interview by Mel B., two video clips, and a concert, 
rixton Academy, London, England, 28 August 1998 (am), which 
ured several guests 
Juration: 80 minutes 
ck listing: interview with Mel B, / “Beautiful Strange” (video 
/ “Push It Up” / “Jam Of The Year” / “Talkin? Loud And 
’ Nothing” / blues intro / “Sweet Thing” / “Baby I Love U” / 
Don’t Talk 2 Strangers” / “Free” / “Party Time” / “Come On” / 
lad” / “Come On” (video clip) 
al release date: 24 August 1999 
pany: NPG Records 
nats: VHS (NTSC and PAL) 


ims and Videos 


Rave Une The Year 2000 


Description: The Time concert at Paisley Park, 17 December 

1999, and Prince concert at Paisley Park, 18 December 1999, 

featuring many guest spots 

Duration: 132 minutes 

Track listing: “Let’s Go Crazy” / “She’s Always In My Hair” / “U 

Got The Look” / “Kiss” / “Jungle Love” / “The Bird” / “American 

Woman” / “Fly Away” / “Gett Off” / medley / “It’s Alright” / 
“Everyday People” / “I Want To Take You Higher” / “Purple 

Rain” / “The Christ” / blues medley / “Nothing Compares 2 U” / 
“Take Me With U” / “Raspberry Beret” / “The Greatest Romance 

Ever Sold” / “Baby Knows” / “Baby, I’m A Star” / “1999” / “Flash 

Light” / “The Undertaker” (sax solo) / “The Undertaker” (har- 

monica solo) / “Release Yourself” 

Original release date: 5 June 2000 

Company: ILC Music 

Formats: VHS (NTSC and PAL), DVD (Region 1+2) 


Live At The Aladdin Las Vegas 

Description: Concert at The Aladdin Theatre for the Performing 
Arts, Las Vegas, 15 December 2002 

Duration: 81 minutes 

Track listing: intro and soundcheck / “Pop Life” / “Money Don’t 
Matter 2 Night” / “The Work, Pt.1” / “Push And Pull” / “1+1+1 
Is 3” / “Love Rollercoaster” / “Strollin’” / “U Want Me” / “Gotta 
Broken Heart Again” / “Strange Relationship” / “Pass The 
Peas” / “Whole Lotta Love” / “Family Name” / “Take Me With 
U” / “The Everlasting Now” / “Sometimes It Snows In April” / 
“The Ride” 

Original release date: 12 August 2003 (for NPG Music Club 
members, a week later to stores) 

Company: NPG Records/ Universal 

Formats: DVD (Region 0 NTSC), DVD (Region 0 PAL) 
Comments: “The Ride” is listed as a bonus track 


Video clips 


This survey sets out, in roughly chronological order, Prince's 
video clips. The listing covers songs attributed to Prince or ®, 
Cameo or guest appearances by Prince in other artists’ videos 
and songs attributed to The NPG are not included. Although 
other unreleased videos are known to exist, only those that 
are circulating among collectors and could be reviewed are 
included in this survey. 

There are three categories of video clips listed in this sur- 
vey: (1) Videos that have been officially released on a commer- 
cially sold home video cassette, LaserDisc, DVD, CD-ROM, 
or through the NPG Music Club; (2) Videos that have been 
officially released for promotional purposes only for broadcast 
on music video television channels and other media outlets, 
but have never been available for purchase commercially; (3) 
Videos that are unreleased, and have never been made available 
officially in any way. 


“I Wanna Be Your Lover” 
Released on The Hits Video Collection (solo performance version) 
Although two singles were released in the US from For 
You, no video clips were made. The first Prince video most peo- 
ple saw was “I Wanna Be Your Lover,” which seems intended to 
show Prince off as the next Stevie Wonder, a child prodigy and 
multi-instrumentalist but also as a bubblegum pop newcomer, 
destined to become the darling of teenyboppers. In the video, 
he serves as the master of every instrument. 
A second video of “I Wanna Be Your Lover” was shot but 
not aired. This clip shows Prince performing the song with his 
band. Only the solo performance version has been broadcast. 


“why You Wanna Treat Me So Bad?” 


Promotional release only 
Featuring Prince performing with his band, the clip for 
“Why You Wanna Treat Me So Bad?” is quite different from “I 
Wanna Be Your Lover,” making it possible to get the feel of this 
talent as a live act and not just a one-man studio wizard. The 
video is also notable as it features Gayle Chapman. 


“Uptown” 
Released on The Hits Video Collection 
The two Dirty Mind videos for “Uptown” and “Dirty 
Mind” feature Prince with his band performing the songs in 
front of a small audience. 


“Dirty Mind” 
Released on The Hits Video Collection 
The two Dirty Mind videos are very similar. Both versions 
feature Prince, clad in bikini briefs and trench coat, dancing 
and singing with his band in front of a small club crowd. 


“Controversy” 
Promotional release only 
Again, two performance videos were shot for the Contro- 
versy album, the title track and “Sexuality.” Both were directed 
by Bruce Gowers and filmed in Minneapolis in October 1981. 
Whereas earlier videos were very basic stage performances, 
these two clips are set on a church-like stage and seem to be a 
bit more choreographed. 


“Sexuality” 


Promotional release only 


The “Sexuality” promo video was slightly diff 
the “Controversy” clip, featuring the band in t 
green laser, a social manifesto and a slightly corny strij 
finale. 


"1999" 

Released on The Hits Video Collection 
The two most well-known 1999 videos, “199 

Little Red Corvette,” are very similar, featuring 

the band, including Jill Jones providing Lisa Colen 

friendly assistance on keyboard and backing vocal 


directed by Bruce Gowers. 


“Little Red Corvette” 

Released on The Hits Video Collection = 

This clip, only the second video by an African 
can to be played on MTV, made Prince a major force 
American pop market. The video was shor during reh 
the 7999 tour and directed by Brian Greenberg. It op 
only Prince shown in a red spotlight. By the chorus. 
The Revolution is shown in its entirety and the video 
a live performance. 


“futomatic” 
Promotional release only 
Most interesting of the 1999 videos is the 
clip, which is about eight minutes long and conclude 
bondage scene with Prince, Lisa Coleman, and Jill Jc 
video was directed by Bruce Gowers. 


“Let's Pretend We're Married” 


Promotional release only 

Prince once again enlisted the services of Bruce 
ers to direct this video. Another performance video with 
Revolution, this clip opens with Prince emerging ons 
heavy smoke garbed in standard 1999 garb of a purpl 
coat, wearing purple gloves. Much of the video shows 
band backed by large, flashing white lights. It seems to 
more on keyboard playing, as Lisa Coleman, Dr. Fink 
Dickerson are pictured playing the synthesizers. 


“When Doves Cry” 
Promotional release only 
The “When Doves Cry” video contains footage o 
climbing out of a bath and along the floor. For some rea 
many video shows usually air the edited 3:49-minute vei 
which is a shame as the full 5:54-minute version continu 
with some nice choreography and footage of the band. 


“Let's Go Crazy” 
Promotional release only 
The clip for the second Purple Rain single, “Lers Go 
Crazy,” mixes the performance of the song from the film wi 
miscellaneous footage from the film. 


in 
eased on Purple Rain 

The “Purple Rain” video is directly lifted from the Purple 
film, featuring a live performance of the song, shot at First 
enue, Minneapolis. 


leased on The Hits Video Collection 

Videos of “I Would Die 4 U” and “Baby, I’m A Star” 
shot in Washington DC, November 1984, on the Purple 
tour. Both videos feature live performances of the songs. 


ional release only 
ve recording shot in Washington DC, November 1984. 


e Nith U“ 
'romotional release only 

‘The video of “Take Me With U” was also shot live on the 
ple Rain tour, in Houston, January 1985. Like “I Would 
U” and “Baby, I’m A Star,” the video features a live 


tional release only 
This black and white video clip was filmed at the SIR 
in Los Angeles in April 1985. Featuring an acoustic 
formance of the song with Lisa Coleman and Wendy Mel- 
in accompanying Prince, the clip has only been shown once, 
iring the 1985 Live Aid benefit. The audio track of the video 
as included on The Hits/The B-Sides release in 1993. 


d on The Hits Video Collection 

Winning the MTV award for best choreography, the 
sberty Beret” clip is one of Prince’s best. The video sees him 
a cloud suit, playing the song with his band. The perform- 

ce of the song is mixed with an interpretation of the lyrics in 
toon-form. The video features the intro of the extended ver- 
ion of the song, with Prince coughing before launching into 

he song. Prince directed the video and actress Jackie Swanson 


y Park” 

otional release only 

Prince does not appear in the video for “Paisley Park,” 

ch features a group of children dressed in psychedelic cloth- 
laying in a park. Not one of his best, the psychedelic tone 
the song is taken too far in the clip. 


erica“ 


otional release only 


The video for “America” is a live performance clip, and 
yas shot in Nice, France, October 1985. The full clip is 10 
utes long and features Prince playing drums and jam- 

g with The Revolution, augmented by sax players Eddie 
ifield and Eric Leeds. Most video shows played a shorter 


-minute version. 


The Films and Videos 


“Hiss” 
Released on The Hits Video Collection 
“Kiss” is a classic clip with Prince doing what he does best 
with a veiled female dancer (model Monique Manning), while 
Wendy Melvoin sits playing her guitar. The video was directed 
by Rebecca Blake, who was responsible for the photography of 
Sheila E.’s Romance 1600 album. 


“Mountains” 
Promotional release only 
The video for “Mountains” is taken straight from Under 
The Cherry Moon except it is in colour. The video concludes 
the film and it is played with the credits rolling. The video was 
shor in April 1986, when Prince returned to France to shoot 
some additional footage for the film. 


“Girls And Boys” 
Promotional release only 
“Girls And Boys’ is basically the performance from the 
film with a few added scenes, which include the members of 
the expanded Revolution line-up. The additional scenes were 
filmed in November 1985 after principle shooting was com- 
plete on Under The Cherry Moon. 


“Anotherloverholenyohead” 
Promotional release only 
The clip for “Anotherloverholenyohead” is a live perform- 
ance shot taken from Parade Live, the excellent television film 
made of the Detroit birthday concert, June 7th 1986. 


“Sign O° The Times” 
Released on The Hits Video Collection 
The video for “Sign O’ The Times” does not include 
an appearance by Prince, being made up of the lyrics of the 
song and simple but effective graphics. This concept would be 
revisited for the video for “One Song.” 


"U Got The Look” 
Released on Sign O' The Times 
“U Got The Look” features Sheena Easton on stage with 
Prince and his band. The video was directed by David Hogan 
and shot in Paris on the Sign O’ The Times tour in June 1987. 
It was included as a dream sequence in the Sign O’ The Times 
movie. 


"| Could Never Take The Place Of Your Man“ 
Released on Sign O' The Times 
The video of “I Could Never Take The Place Of Your 
Man” was lifted directly from the concert movie Sign O’ The 
Times, as were clips of “The Cross” and “It’s Gonna Be A 
Beautiful Night” which were shown on some video shows. 


“filphabet St.” 
Released on The Hits Video Collection 
Shot at short notice at Paisley Park in March 1988 by 
director Michael Barnard, “Alphabet St.” is an interesting 
clip, almost cartoon-like, and it is most famous for its hidden 
“Don't buy The Black Album, I’m sorry” message. The video 


is full of all sorts of little messages and letters floating around 


TEEN 


everywhere. The message is only a short way into the video 


and occurs while Prince sings the first verse. Following the line 

“she'll want me from my head to my feet,” he moves forward 
and disappears into nothingness halfway across the screen. The 
message forms the vortex he walks through, written vertically 
down the screen in a dark colour. 


“Glam Slam" 

Promotional release only 
While the “Glam Slam” video seems a straightforward 

performance on the Lovesexy stage, it contains some interesting 
motifs. The “Love God” stop sign insignia appears a number 
of times and Prince wears a blindfold or veil. It is not until the 
closing strains of the song that Prince removes the mask and 
sees clearly. The video is also notable for the debut of the Game 
Boyz. It was shot during Lovesexy tour rehearsals at Paisley Park 
in May 1988. 


"I Wish U Heaven” 
Promotional release only 
“I Wish U Heaven” is unlike anything Prince had done 
before or has done since. Directed by Jean Baptiste Mondino 
(who took the photo used on the cover on the Lovesexy album) 
it features Prince, Cat, Sheila E. and Boni Boyer in what seems 
to be a continual loop, an original idea that works very well. 
The video exists in two slightly different editings. Footage for 
the video was shot in September 1988, between concerts on 
the Lovesexy tour. 


“Batdance” 
Promotional release only 

Unlike most, if not all, soundtrack music videos, Prince’s 
videos for “Batdance” and “Partyman” did not resort to 
performance footage cut with film scenes. Instead, he created 
his own character, Gemini, and plot, adding a new twist to the 
notions of good versus evil, with the struggle between good 
and evil becoming embodied in one person. The videos for 

“Batdance” and “Partyman” are amongst Prince's best ever. 

The “Batdance” video was directed by Albert Magnoli 
(director of Purple Rain) and shot in May 1989. Two variations 
of the “Batdance” video exist, “Batdance (The Batmix)” and 

“Batdance (Vicki Vale Mix).” Although sometimes thought to be 
bootlegs, they are official video clips. It appears that these two 
videos were made up of alternate and unused footage from the 

“Batdance” video, 


Partyman” 
Promotional release only 
The Gemini character also appears in the “Partyman” clip. 
Here Gemini arrives just in time to save a party from fizzling 
out. All the guests unwisely fill their glasses from the tank 
which he has poisoned and are all dead by the end of the video. 
“Partyman” was also directed by Albert Magnoli, shot in Los 
Angeles in August 1989. The video features “The Video Mix” 
of the song. 


"Scandalous 
Promotional release only 
At the end of the “Partyman” video, Gemini proclaims 
“This ain't over yet,” but the next video release, “Scandalous,” 
was just a performance clip with Prince and his microphone; 


Gemini was never heard from again. In this clip, 

garbed in the same red jumpsuit he is wearing in ù 
on the maxi-single. He dances and grinds in 
phone stand with only a black background and 
visual distractions. 


“Thieves In The Temple” 
Promotional release only 
The video for “Thieves In The Temple” 
extended eight-minute plus version of the track, 
programmes only showed a four-minute edited 
the full video quite rare. The imagery of this vet 
ferent from the edited version, and much of the 
filled with images of Prince dancing. Prince is picture 
an alley with alternating scenes from the movie ani 
on a stage in front of back-up dancers. 
The video is meant to show Prince warning | 
Bridges Aura (Ingrid Chavez) that Morris Day and 
Benton are “thieves.” The second half of the 
from the settings of the first half. Prince is pict 
of a movie screen showing scenes from Graffiti 


cycle helmet. The video closes with “a thief’s 
being scrolled on the aforementioned movie si 


“New Power Generation” 
Promotional release only 

Three edits were released of the “New Powel 
video clip, which consists of footage and outta 
Graffiti Bridge movie. Two were for the album 
track while the third was for the “Funky Weapon | 
two videos of the album version use slightly di 
age from the film. Most likely, one was put togeth 
American market and the other for Europe. 

The clip for the album version of the song is 
by movie clips with occasional clips of Prince and’ 
live performance of the song. Interestingly, this is th 
video to feature Rosie Gaines singing back-up for th 

The clip for the “Funky Weapon Remix” once 
focuses on clips from the movie and adds little to th 
This time the audio of the song is often interrupt 
bites from the movie. The same performance foot 
other versions of the video is also featured, 


“The Question Of U“ 

Promotional release only 

A video for “The Question Of U” was direc 
the Live In Tokyo television concert from 1990, fea 
performance of the song from the Nude tour. 
It is noteworthy that Prince assembled a video of 
tion Of U” using footage from the song's performance 
Graffiti Bridge film. Eventually the performance was ¢ 
the film and the video was scrapped. 


"Gett Off” 
Released on Gett Offand Diamonds And Pearls Video Co 
Many of the Diamonds And Pearls videos took the 

of larger productions. The “Gett Off” clip contains a 
re-edited version of the song, most of the story line 


with Diamond and Pearl. Obviously, Diamond and Pearls’ 
tion” in this video pleased Prince because they subsequently 
ippear in most of the Diamonds And Pearls clips. 

_ The “Gett Off” video was directed by Randee St. Ni- 
cholas. This clip’s sheer raunchiness re-established Prince as 
icon in the eyes of the new MTV generation following 
years of spirituality manifested by the Lovesexy and Graffiti 
projects. 


leased on Gett Off 
The “Gett Off” “maxi-video” included four clips of dif- 
ferent “Gett Off” mixes besides the normal release: the “Hou- 
style” mix, “Violet The Organ Grinder,” “Gangster Glam,” and 
lockin’ The Jizz.” Randee St. Nicholas directed all the videos, 
the exception of “Gangster Glam,” which was credited 
aisley Park, in other words Prince. “Housetyle” does not 
iate from the message of the main “Gett Off” clip, with sex 
the only theme. Prince and The NPG are surrounded 
by scantily clad models (including Diamond and Pearl), with 
tosie Gaines being featured more prominently in this clip. The 
only noteworthy portion of the video appears near the end 
vith a close-up of Prince’s piano following by a brief glimpse of 
ce's father, John L. Nelson. 


The “Gett Off” maxi-video becomes progressively more 
with this clip. For the first time Prince appears in his 
hat (which would be featured prominently in the “My 
ne Is Prince” video). He dances with his women in a jail 
This time, the women are all wearing black bikinis and 
skin is painted gold (reminiscent of the James Bond 


ie Goldfinger). 


Sangster Glam” 
ased on Gett Off 

Finally departing from the sexual themes of the previous 
three videos, “Gangster Glam” is about having fun outside of 
ley Park. Prince and The NPG are pictured in front of 
xotic cars which are parked in the Paisley Park lot. Prince 
experiments with rarely-seen looks, including a bikini-brief 
ing suit (complete with suspenders) and has fun on roller- 
kates. Although Tony Mosley is the lead-singer on this song, 
Prince is seen nearly as often in the video. 


"Cochin The Jizz“ 
Released on Gert Off 
“Gangster Glam” segues directly into “Clockin The Jizz” 


ed the same video. Prince is seen driving to a club, which 


; when the mood changes. It becomes darker and Sonny 
hompson is seen kicking an image of himself on the ground. 


In the intros of “Cream” and “Diamonds And Pearls” 
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there is a focus on the media's pursuit of Prince, which he obvi- 
ously sees as boring and repetitive. “Do you consider yourself 
a modern-day Mozart?”, “Are you in love?”, “Do you have any 
plans for a new movie?” are all hurled at him by marauding 
reporters eager for a scoop. In “Cream” he ignores them, clearly 
annoyed at their presence, but in the video for “Diamonds And 
Pearls,” he answers “yes” to all of them. Obviously a motif that 
interested Prince, because they later played a major part in the 


# album. Both videos were directed by Rebecca Blake. 


“Diamonds And Pearls” 

Released on The Hits Video Compilation and Diamonds And Pearls 
Video Collection 

The video for this hit song is mostly set in a large room 
with floor-to-ceiling windows. Prince is alternatively set behind 
a piano (singing with Rosie Gaines next to him), alone in the 
room dancing with pearls entwined in his hands, and in the 
same room serenading Diamond. A ballerina is also present in 
the picture and, contrary to rumour, this is not Mayte’s first 
appearance in a Prince video. The ballerina is someone else. 
During the bridge, the set changes to that of the “Gett Off” 
video, arranged more simply and less provocatively. The scene 
then shifts back to the large room, this time in black-and-white, 
with Prince singing to children in a room full of toys and 
bubbles. The video is very effective, managing to get across the 
overall theme of love. 


"Money Don't Matter Night” 
Released on Diamonds And Pearls Video Collection 

Directed by Spike Lee, the original video for “Money 
Don't Matter 2Night” did not feature Prince or The NPG, but 
concentrated on politically laden footage of the Gulf War and 
the effect of the US economy on an urban black American 
family. 

Warner Bros. thought it might be a good idea to have a 
second version with Prince passionately performing the song at 
the piano, perhaps more compatible with television program- 
ming. The performance video of “Money Don’t Matter 2Night” 
was directed by Larry Fong. 

A third version of the video combines Lee’s footage with 
the performance clip. It is the third combined version that is 
available on Diamonds And Pearls Collection. 


“Jughead” 

Released on Diamonds And Pearls Video Collection 

More of an afterthought on the video collection, this 
brief video alternates between scenes of The NPG in concert 
(focusing on the Game Boyz dancing) and short scenes of 
Prince frolicking with Diamond in his dressing room (shot 
with a handy-cam). The version on the Diamonds And Pearls 
video collection runs for less than a minute. 


“Insatiable” 
Released on Diamonds And Pearls Video Collection 
The video clip of “Insatiable” was shot in a dark room 
full of women. Prince dances around while being filmed by his 
lady. The clip was directed by Randee St. Nicholas. 


"Willing And Able” 


Released on Diamonds And Pearls Video Collection 


Directed by Larry Fong, the video clip of “Willing And 
Able” was shot in a studio at the same time as “Money Don't 
Matter 2Night.” It features a straightforward performance of 
the song. It does manage to focus on the musical strengths of 
Prince’s new band. 

A special version of “Willing And Able” was also made 
for the Super Bowl opening in 1992, which incorporated 
football players lip-synching the lyrics. 


“Strollin’” 

Released on Diamonds And Pearls Video Collection 
Directed by Scott McCullough, the video opens with scenes of 
Diamond serving food at a diner. After getting yelled at, she 
is seen on roller-skates with Pearl, frolicking in the sunshine. 
Members of The NPG are occasionally seen playing their 
instruments in the park, but the video focuses on Diamond 
and Pearl. Just like “Jughead”, this video is cut short on the 
Diamond And Pearls video collection, but one would assume 
that a full version exists. 

A second video of “Strollin” was made that contained 
no new footage, instead being made up of scenes from other 
Diamonds And Pearls videos. 


“Call The Law” 

Released on Diamonds And Pearls Video Collection 

The song was originally released as a single B-side at- 
tributed to Prince and The NPG, but it was later included on 
The NPG’s Goldnigga album. The video was directed by Scott 
McCullough. Less light in terms of atmosphere than “Gangster 
Glam’, the clip focuses on Tony Mosley with Prince barely 
being seen. It shows party scenes (both inside and outside of 
Paisley Park), and is very reminiscent of the party rap-dance 
music of the early-90s. Unfortunately, the imagery (with goofy 
dancing and flat-top haircuts) does not stand the test of time 
very well. The goofiness is topped off when Tony sends his 
lawyer (who comes off as the token old-white-guy) to fend off 
the police. 


“Sexy MF” 
Released on Sexy MF (full version) and 3 Chains O’ Gold (edit 
version) 
The “Sexy MF” video features Prince and The Game 
Boyz crashing The NPG’s weekly card game in typical “gang- 
ster glam” fashion. Prince spots three women, including actress 
Troy Beyer, who look to be a challenge, and he spits the 
invitation, “You, you and you get in the car.” Such eloquence 
obviously impresses and, after a little coaxing, the women leave 
with Prince in his yellow BMW. 
An edited version of the video exists which includes the 
“censored” version of the song (the curse words are replaced 
with Prince’s yelp). Finally, there is another video of “Sexy MF” 
from a withdrawn Paisley Park promo tape. Excerpts from this 
video were used by the Playboy channel when they created a 
“porno mix” of “My Name Is Prince.” 


"e Whom It May Concern” 
Promotional release only 
A full-length clip for the B-side track “2 Whom It May 
Concern” was released to promote the ® album. An edited 
version was included in the Act / television film. A simple clip, 


Prince is shown behind DJ turntables, his face o 
hood and face veil. He is shown mixing clips of th 
lip-synching into his gun microphone. The NPG ar 
duced and some video clips are shown. i 


“My Name Is Prince” 
Released on 3 Chains O’ Gold 
“My Name Is Prince” was the first introd 
ple of important characters appearing on the Fal 
Alley of course portrays the tireless Vanessa Bartho 
more importantly, the lovely Princess, Mayte. In ret 
video was much like the album in that few had a 
was all about. 
“My Name Is Prince” exists in two different v 
second of which does not include footage of Kirsti 
Vanessa Bartholomew. 


“Lovee The 9's” 

Released on 3 Chains O’ Gold 

Included in the Act / television film, “Love 2 Th 
opens with The NPG as prisoners in a southern j; 
Prince asks them to join him for a photo shoot. 
tantly agree, and are next seen as Prince’s backing | 
sing the love song to Mayte, who is garbed in the | 
Mayte gradually disrobes to reveal a sexy outfit and 
portion of the song. 


“The Morning Papers” 

Released on 3 Chains O' Gold 

This video, which was included in the Act I tel 
film, opens with Prince and Mayte strolling thro 
and sharing a kiss. The video then cuts to Prince b 
piano with fans dancing slowly behind him. It is inte 
with scenes of Mayte and Prince on a merry-go-roun: 
field and on a rooftop, obviously falling in love. 


“The Max” 
Released on 3 Chains O' Gold 
A montage of video images, “The Max” consist 
cam filmed scenes from the Act I tour, performance sl 
Prince and The NPG, and a double-vision shot of 
ing behind gold chains (reminiscent of the video for’ 
Doves Cry”). 


“Blue Light” 

Released on the 3 Chains O’ Gold 

This video opens with Prince hanging up on 
Alley’s Vanessa Bartholemew character, With the so 
ing, it breaks into shots of Prince and Mayte, often w 
backlighting. Much of the video consists of Prince an 
caressing and teasing each other. It is sexy and sug; 
out being too overt. The video closes with Prince pack 
three chains of Gold while Mayte sleeps, leading to d 
sequence of the next video, “Eye Wanna Melt With 


“Eye Wanna Melt With U“ 
Released on 3 Chains O’ Gold 
Mayte has a nightmare that Prince has stolen the 
and is surrounded by strippers. Clearly, she is conce 


he has been unfaithful to her and has stolen the chains 


ing his love. Upon awakening, she finds Prince’s “Dear 
letter and notices the chains missing. 

A second, more explicit version of the video, was broad- 
xclusively on Playboys Hot Rocks. It contains female nudity, 
some other alternate footage. 


ed on 3 Chains O’ Gold 
Continuing from the above video, Mayte is seen crying 
acking her suitcase. Prince’s voice is the narrator, and he 
ly seen in the video except in one scene in which he is 
on the train looking out a window regretfully. Mayte 
s while remembering the good times with Prince. She 
turns to her homeland of Egypt. 


leased on 3 Chains O’ Gold (edit version) 

Included in the Act 7 television film. Prince exits his train 
Tokyo and we observe The NPG voicing their discontent 
it Mayte was involved in the band at all. Prince is next seen 


cap). The video closes with Prince beginning to have sex 
his attractive groupie and Mayte is seen dancing a tradi- 
Arabic dance. Just as the fan’s bra comes off, Mayte faints 
m exhaustion and Prince cannot continue the sex act. 


leased on 3 Chains O' Gold 

Included in the Act Z television film, “Damn U” opens 
with Mayte getting sage advice from an old Egyptian man. 

he then pictures Prince sitting on a stool in front of a mike 

g “Damn U.” The two lovers are realising how important 
are to each other. Following the song, Mayte opens a letter 
ining the lyrics to “Damn U.” She then returns to Los 

les and Prince and are both seen entering the mystical set 
7.” Prince obviously intends to kill the alter-ego who was 

to hurt Mayte so badly. 


eased on The Hits Video Collection (full version) 

nd 3 Chains O’ Gold (edit version) 

Directed by Satera Tschetter, “7” is one of the most in- 

eresting videos of Prince's career. It has been widely suggested 

the film clip is symbolic of his change from “Prince” to 

In killing off the seven murderers of Mayte’s father, Prince 

uiltaneously kills off seven images of himself, the different 

sonas corresponding to the Prince’s appearances in the 

eos for the tracks from the ® album. Flanked by children 

sed like he and Mayte, Prince is proclaiming a new future, 

“the young are so educated they never grow old.” There 

implication that “Prince” is just the beginning of a long 

fruitful career, reaching a new musical maturity in ®. 

Once again, like the veil motif in “Glam Slam” and like some 

of enlightenment, his vision of the future is clearer, 
Further, it was suggested by Mayte in her Controversy 

er, that when Prince walked through the door at the end of 
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the “7” video “he has changed. Maybe it was the wonderful ef- 
fect the children had on all of us. Maybe it was the fact that he 
killed off several images of himself during the video (an act he 
has yet to explain to anyone.) All I know is that he’s changed.” 
Using the guise of Mayte, this was a direct message from Prince. 
The closing of the doors marked the symbolic end of Prince. 


“Peach” 
Released on The Hits Video Collection 
Filmed in a small stage-like room, “Peach” sees Prince 
playing with only Michael Bland and Sonny Thompson, while 
Mayte poses for a photographer. The video was directed by 
Parris Patton. 


“Pink Cashmere” 


Promotional release only 
The video clip of “Pink Cashmere” features no new foot- 
age, instead being made up of images from earlier videos. 


“Nothing Compares 2 U” 
Promotional release only 
“Nothing Compares 2 U” features segments of old clips 
and a live performance between Prince and Rosie Gaines at 
Paisley Park. 


“Interactive” 
Released on ® Interactive CD-ROM (edit version) 
Taken from The Beautiful Experience television film, 
this clip was used for the introduction to the ®© Interactive 
CD-ROM. In the former version, Nona Gaye is seen watch- 
ing the Prince performance on her computer. The CD-ROM 
version does not star Gaye, however. The majority of the video 
features Prince and The NPG with a backing screen from 
Glam Slam Ulysses during the February 13th 1994 Paisley Park 
show. Mayte is featured prominently singing background. The 
Ulysses dance troupe is also shown briefly during the guitar 
solo. Occasionally, Prince is seen in a dark studio, behind his 
soundboard playing the symbol electric guitar. Unfortunately, 
this version of the song is edited and includes The Gold Experi- 
ence operator. The complete song (from Crystal Ball) has no 
known video. 


“Days Of Wild” 

Promotional release only 

The “Days Of Wild” video clip was included in both 
The Beautiful Experience television film (first version) and the 
Love 4 One Another television film (second version). The two 
versions differ, however. The original video of the song was 
shot at Paisley Park, February 13th 1994. It is filmed around 
the arrangement of the original “Days Of Wild” studio version 
and not the released live take that appears on Crystal Ball. The 
first version of the video features the performance, followed by 
Prince as a passenger in his gold Mustang (playing the symbol 
guitar). Amusingly, Prince is also seen on stage shaving Morris 
Hayes’ head, leading to Morris’ later bald-headed appearance. 

The second version, included in the Love 4 One Another 
television film, is for a version of the song much closer to the 
one included on Crystal Ball. With rap-sung verses, the video 
to this song is a performance filmed on the same Paisley Park 
stage as the “Gold” video. 


“Now 
Promotional release only 
The video clip of “Now” features a live performance of 
the song from Paisley Park, February 13th 1994. The clip was 
included in The Beautiful Experience television film. Nona 
Gaye, newly revitalised after watching The Beautiful Experience, 
is also seen entering the club where Prince is performing. 


“hace” 
Promotional release only 
Included in The Beautiful Experience television film, the 
“Race” video contains a very colourful stage, wild outfits and a 
very entertaining Prince. It is a straightforward performance 
video. The only exception is when the band is featured against 
a yellow background with Prince holding a pink daisy. 


“Pheromone” 


Promotional release only 

The video for “Pheromone” incorporates footage from 
Glam Slam Ulysses. The clip was included in The Beautiful 
Experience television film. It features Prince at a dark table in a 
club watching the Ulysses show while singing. 


"The Jam“ 


Promotional release only 

Prince’s cover of this Graham Central Station song was 
filmed live for The Beautiful Experience film. It is a straightfor- 
ward concert video shot at Paisley Park, February 13th 1994, 


“shhh” 
Promotional release only 
The video version of “Shhh” from The Gold Experience is 
a live version of the song, also filmed at Paisley Park, February 
13th 1994, It continues from “The Jam.” 


“Acknowledge Me” 
Promotional release only 
Included in The Beautiful Experience television film, this 
video features two scenes running at the same time. The main 
screen features Mayte and two male dancers on stage at Paisley 
Park. They are competitively trying to entice her to acknowl- 
edge them. The second features Prince in black-and-white 
singing the song to the camera. 


“Come” 
Promotional release only 
Included in The Beautiful Experience television film, the 
“Come” video is based on the more techno-sounding arrange- 
ment of the sound, rather than the version that appeared on 
the Come album. The video reflects the dark feel of the song. 
It opens with Nona Gaye writing (and speaking) the lyrics of 
the song interspersed with a futuristic set featuring television 
screens reminiscent of Orwellian imagery. Instead of Big Broth- 
er's eye, however, the screens are displaying the sound waves 
of Prince’s voice. Also seen are hooded dancers with masks on, 
reminiscent of Stanley Kubrick's Eyes Wide Shut (although this 
movie was made a few years later). The video's dark tone is con- 
trasted by images of models walking the runway. Nona Gaye 
is seen on the floor in a near-fetal position with her hands over 
her ears as if she does not wish to hear the song. She eventually 


relents and returns to her computer, then being see 
the models on the runway. The message of the vide 
abstract. Ironically, at the end of the song Nona sa 
To what? I don’t understand!” 4 


“Loose!” 
Promotional release only 
Shot at Glam Slam, Los Angeles, in 1993, th 
“Loose!” was included in The Beautiful Experience t 
It features Prince and Mayte dancing on a small sta 
club-goers raucously dance around them. 


“Papa” 
Promotional release only Y 
The video of “Papa” was filmed at Glam S! 
les, some time in 1993. The clip was included in 7) 
Experience television film. Prince is seen on the same 
“Loose!”, very quietly playing guitar and singing in fro 
microphone. Nona Gaye is seen in the crowd listen 
and looking quite sad. 


“The Most Beautiful Girl In The World” 
Promotional release only 
Prince's emergence as “4 came with “The M S 
ful Girl In The World.” In the video, Prince app 
worshipper of beautiful women worldwide. Althoug 
is devoid of women anything less than beautiful, the 
stressed inner beauty, “The kind that comes from insid 
video furthermore extols the beauty of feminine em 
the first female president, nurturers of children, career 
are cited in particular. The video was directed by Ani 
and Prince. 


“The Most Beautiful Girl In The World (Beautiful]” ay 
Promotional release only 

Taken from The Beautiful Experience televisio! 

video clip for the “Beautiful” mix is basically made up of 

posing while being surrounded by beautiful women. 


"The Most Beautiful Girl In The World (Mustang Mix)” 


Promotional release only 
The “Mustang Mix” version is a performance clip th 


music programme Top Of The Pops. This version of th 
is directed specifically at Mayte, who responds with a vis 
pleasing dance from atop a piano. 


“Endorphinmachine” 
Released on the & Interactive CD-ROM. ; 
This video was filmed in early 1994 for the Britis 
Top Of The Pops, likely at the same session as the “Mi 
Mix” of “The Most Beautiful Girl In The World,” It 
performance video with The NPG, featuring Mayte 
in front of a “TOTP” silver background, Prince is se 
the flowered hat from the “Interactive” video and pla; 
gold symbol guitar. \ 


“Letitgo" 
Promotional release only 


Ironically, Warner Bros. produced a promo clip to “ 


around footage from the 3 Chains O’ Gold video, par- 


ly the scene where Prince signs a record contract. 


Ain Love” 

ional release only 

‘he totally black video for “When 2 R In Love” was 

ed by Warner Bros. after the fact and without his input. 
ideo, “directed” by David May, consists of a black screen 
the words to the song scrolling at the bottom (much like 
ke clip). To create a video that was entirely black looked 
put down more than anything else from Warner Bros. 


otional release only 
The “Love Sign” video was directed by Ice Cube. Prince 


ars as a local DJ, campaigning for gun control, while Nona 
plays the part of a hit-woman, employed by a stuffy suit 
e care” of this troublemaker. However, Prince manages 
duce the hit woman and she decides not to kill him after 
tead handing her gun in at a local firearms amnesty in 
ange for NPG concert tickets. 


otional release only 

Included in the Love 4 One Another television film, the 
leo of “Dolphin” features a performance of the song. The 

G are dressed in black, and Prince wears a black suit, and 
glasses with the word slave on his cheek. Supposedly, the 
tor was Jesse Vaughn but we have been unable to confirm 


ple Medley” 

Promotional release only 

e video for “Purple Medley” mixes clips from earlier videos 
ith new footage of Prince and Mayte. The clip was included 
e Love 4 One Another television film. Incidentally, the 

sion included in the film is incomplete, but a longer version 
the video exists. 


The videos for “18 And Over,” “Zannalee,” and “Empty 
om” were completed by Prince and date-stamped on 
December 22nd 1994. At the time, all three tracks were un- 
eleased; “Zannalee” was later released on Chaos And Disorder 
id “18 & Over” on Crystal Ball. 

The three videos were premiered on the European tour 
in March 1995, when they were screened prior to the concerts 
along with video clips of “The Same December,” “Get Wild,” 
and “If Eye Love U 2night.” The three videos were also shown 
at The NPG stores in London and Minneapolis and at Prince’s 
Glam Slam nightclubs, but they were never released to any 
‘television stations. They were also not used in promotion of 
Chaos And Disorder or Crystal Ball. 
A single, loosely knit storyline takes place in the three 
videos, which run for a total of 10:42 minutes. In “18 And 
Over,” the story begins with Morris Hayes and Prince casting 


the video. Morris sits in on a casting call, admiring line-ups of 
beautiful women with a cigar in his mouth. Meanwhile, Prince 
is pictured singing from a bed, “auditioning” his two candi- 


dates, a set of beautiful twins. Morris continues his search until 
Mayte arrives in men’s clothing and does a striptease for him. 


Prince is then seen entering his limo with the twins. 


”Tannalee“ 
Unreleased 
The story that began in “18 & Over” continues in the 
“Zannalee” video (which features the original version of the song 
which was slightly revamped for Chaos And Disorder). In it, 
Prince is pictured touring Minneapolis with the twins inter- 
spersed with scenes of The NPG in concert and Prince playing 
a black symbol guitar. Prince takes the twins to his home to 
have dinner. He pours glasses of “cherry wine” for them, they 
watch a movie, and play pool (all coinciding with the lyrics of 
the song). Prince is then seen following the twins upstairs, only 


to find them sleeping soundly in his bed. 


"Empty Room“ 

Unreleased 
The “Empty Room” video begins where “Zannalee” ends: 

Prince puts on his hat, indicating that he won't be joining the 
twins in bed. He is pictured remembering Mayte, who wears a 
red hat, a crown of roses and angel wings in the video. Prince 
is then pictured lying in his bathtub with his pants on (recall- 
ing the lyrics of “The Ballad Of Dorothy Parker” from Sign O” 
The Times). Throughout the video, Prince remembers Mayte's 
beauty and contemplates phoning her, but he can’t seem to 


gather the courage. Throughout the video, The NPG live 
performance continues to be interspersed with the storyline. 
Prince is pictured writing “slave” on his face while looking in 


the mirror, possibly indicating that he felt that he couldn't have 
Mayte until he was free. The final scene sees Prince leaving his 
home, symbol-shaped cane in hand. 


“The Same December” 

Promotional release only 

The video for “The Same December,” a song released on 
1996's Chaos And Disorder, was actually filmed in 1994 and 
new special effects (digitally created records spinning and being 
smashed against walls) were added for its 1996 release. Both 
videos (with the special effects and without) are in circulation 
among fans, although the earlier version is unreleased. The 
video alludes to Prince’s conflict with record companies and 
compares it to the conflict between black and white North 
Americans. The NPG’s faces are painted with black paint on 
one side and white paint on the other, indicating racial conflict. 
This message was first conveyed to television viewers on a fa- 
mous Star Trek episode, Let That Be Your Last Battlefield. Morris 
Hayes portrays a business executive, who forces Prince to sign a 
record contract and pays off a shady-looking Sonny Thompson 
with money from Prince’s briefcase. However, Prince soon 
returns to the conference room with two bodyguards and 
proceeds to beat Morris up and physically throw him out of 
Paisley Park. 

In the performance portion of the video, Prince is the 
only person present without the dual-coloured face. His face 
is simply painted with the symbol around one eye (and “slave” 
across his cheek), indicating that perhaps only Prince knows 
that racial disharmony is the cause of the anger and betrayal 
portrayed in the video. 


a 


l “Eye Hate U“ 

| Unreleased 

| Although “Eye Hate U” was the first single from The 

| Gold Experience, this video was never released to promote the 

| song because of Prince’s unwillingness to support the project 

| while he remained under contract to Warner Bros. The clip is 

| intriguing and would have made an effective promotional tool 
| for a song which ended up being a minor hit nonetheless. 

| The video begins with Mayte being hypnotised by a 

it pendulum. In her mesmerised state, she pictures The NPG ina 


| courtroom, all wearing blindfolds (reminiscent of the Lady Jus- 
tice). Prince is wearing the same white suit as on the cover to 
| the commercial single for the song. Mayte joins Prince in the 
centre of the court and they dance to the music while Prince 
j sings. Mayte is then seen in a restaurant flirting with another 
man, with Prince observing from a distance. The video returns 
to the courtroom scene, with Prince pleading with the judge 
(played by drummer Michael Bland). He cross-examines Mayte 
while dancing and pulls out his symbol guitar when the lyrics 
explain that he “might have to use the rod.” The NPG is then 
shown as a four-member judiciary while Prince “fights” with 
Mayte in choreographed format. The video ends with Prince 
mouthing the words “I love you” to the audience, followed by a 
close-up of Mayte’s face. 


“told” 


Promotional release only 


A simple yet effective clip, “Gold” sees Prince performing 
with his band on a mainly gold-coloured stage in front of a 
crowd while it is raining gold glitter. The video was included 
in the Love 4 One Another television film. Two versions of this 
video exist. One exclusively features the performance, while the 
one from the television film splices its female protagonist (Cory 


Dana as Nikki) within the crowd looking longingly at Prince 
while he performs. 


"Roch And Roll Is Alive! (And It Lives In Minneapolis)“ 
| Promotional release only 
| The video for “Rock and Roll Is Alive! (And It Lives In 
Minneapolis)” exists in two versions. The released version con- 
tains scenes corresponding to the Zove 4 One Another television 
film, with scenes featuring Nikki once again watching Prince 
while he performs on the Paisley Park soundstage. 


The second version replaces those scenes with additional 
performance footage. The video was filmed at the same time as 
the “Gold” video. Prince and The NPG are dressed in winter 
clothing, corresponding to the cold weather in his hometown. 
Fake snow is also dropped from the ceiling in many scenes. 


The video features various “celebrity” attendees of Prince's 
concert, including people in politician masks (Bill Clinton, 
Hilary Rodham-Clinton, and Richard Nixon among them) 
and an Elvis look-alike (who ends up face down and naked on 


the bathroom floor to tie in with the song's lyrics). The clip is 
a simple, fun performance video and was likely filmed only to 
enhance the atmosphere surrounding the Love 4 One Another 
film. 


“Dinner With Delores“ 


Promotional release only 
Directed by Giorgio Scali, “Dinner With Delores” is a 


low-budget piece filmed almost completely in soft, 
video, an effect that distracts more than it enhances.. 
is portrayed as a woman who is completely unfulfille h nke 
she is desired by a lover. When Prince refuses her offi 
she attempts to seduce a woman at a dance club. The 
ends with Prince once again refusing her advances an 
walking away dejectedly. 


“Like It There” 
Released through NPG Music Club, 11 September 2 

Filmed at approximately the same time as the 

And Disorder videos, Prince appears with “Slave” seray 
his face in this video. Part of the shot is of The NPG 

Prince playing his symbol guitar, while other shots fo 

a sculpture of naked bodies intertwined. The whole y 

shot with a reddish tinge on the camera, giving it a d 

Amusingly, when Prince sings, “I hope you're digging 
he seems to give the middle-finger to the camera. 

one wonder whether the video was aimed directly; 

Bros. 


“Betcha By Golly Wow!” 
Promotional release only 
The video begins with Prince filling his BMW 
gas to the sound of “Jam Of The Year” when he gets 
Apparently Mayte, at the hospital, has just found out 
is pregnant. The video's themes surround the joy 
with children of all races being featured morphing i 
other. Three scenes are interspersed throughout the vid 
first deals with Prince rushing to meet Mayte at the ho: 
At the end of the video he is seen with scrubs and a stetho 
scope rushing into her room and hugging her while lo 
at the sky thankfully, which some interpreted as Prince 
of saying that everything was all right with his newbon 
(which, of course, it wasn’t). The second scene shows 
up of Prince's face while he sings the verses and was 
the same soft visual style as the “Dinner With Delo: 
The third scene features American Olympic gymnast | 
ique Dawes. 
A second version of the video was aired on Britain 
Of The Pops and featured only the close-up, soft-focus 
of Prince singing. It does not feature Mayte or Dominig 
Dawes. 


"Somebody's Somebody" 
Promotional release only is 
Footage for the “Somebody's Somebody” clip was. 

on Prince’s Love 4 One Another Charities tour at January 
stops in Washington DC and New York. Directed by Prin 
the video seems sprawling and tries to deal with a numl 
themes at once. Prince reminisces about the fun he has 
cert, while wishing that Mayte was in the hotel room wit 
He even imagines that she is present in the room with him 
later gives up on sleeping and decides to attend a party in 
intimate club. Everyone at the party is happy to see hi 
all he can do is look at a loving couple and once again wish 
that Mayte were with him. The variety of different visu 
(the concert/fan scenes, the hotel room scenes, and the pa 
scenes) do not seem to mesh well and the loose story is 
to follow. 


e Holy River” 

omotional release only 

“The Holy River” was a lower-budget video directed 

by Prince, featuring a performance in front of the waterfall 

id river featured in the Emancipation booklet. These scenes 
ere interspersed with scenes of Mayte, lifted from the unre- 
ased “Empty Room” video. Prince is seen thinking of Mayte 
realising that he should ask her to marry him. When the 
ne “and then it hit ‘cha like a fist on a wall...” is sung, the 

r sees Mayte in the angel costume of the “Empty Room” 
ideo, giving the impression that Mayte was sent by God to be 
Prince’s saviour. 


ce Down” 
Promotional release only 
Directed by “Azifwecare” (a new Prince pseudonym), the 
ce Down” video features three different settings. The first is 
funeral, with a figure dressed as Prince (wearing clothes from 
the #* album era) face down in an open casket. A mourner in 
a large black hat and holding Mayte’s dog is shown crying over 
the body and accepting condolences. At the end of the video, 
the mourner is revealed not to be Mayte but to be Prince. The 
second setting is an amusing scene in which Prince is telling 
a psychotherapist (played by Kat Dyson) his story while she 
listens with disinterest. The third setting is a performance with 
‘The NPG. Humour is also added to the performance when 
ince yells “orchestra” or “horns.” Following the latter cry, 
Prince is shown playing saxophone next to two other members 
of The NPG, In the former, Prince is shown playing a fiddle, 
and dancing in country and western style with a huge grin on 
his face. The video successfully combines the angry lyrics with 
humour. 


“The Greatest Romance Ever Sold” 

Promotional release only 

Directed by Malik Sayeed (known for directing Lauryn 
Hill's “Ex-Factor”), the video for “The Greatest Romance Ever 
Sold” is a dark scene of Prince fighting with dancer Desray 

in a way that asks the viewer to imagine two lovers who were 
perhaps never meant to be together. Described by Prince as his 
answer to the sex-and-skin-filled videos that have descended 
on R&B and hip-hop music, it was heralded by fans as one of 
the most sensual and visually exciting videos that he had ever 
made. 


“Hot Wit U“ ["Nasty Girl Remix] 

Released through Real Networks web site, May 2000 

This clip begins a stretch of independently produced videos. 
Intended to promote the Rave In2 The Joy Fantastic remix 
album, the self-directed video for the remix of “Hot Wit U” is 
simple yet effective. Desray is once again featured, this time 
in a bikini, dancing on a bed covered with cream. Another 
unknown, scantily clad dancer is shown throughout the video. 
Prince is shown standing, hat in hand, singing to the camera 
with a sly look on his face. 


‘(Make My Sun Shine” 

Released through NPG Music Club, 18 February 2001 

(edition #1) 

Another self-produced video, “U Make My Sun Shine” 


(TURE TAIS: The Films and Videos 


contains some interesting messages. All players in the video 
are seen rotating in front of the camera. Prince initially ap- 
pears subservient to a regally seated Angie Stone. Milenia has 
a prominent role in the video as temptresses. They are seen 
throwing money at the camera (signifying material tempta- 
tion) as well as in the “See No Evil” position. The entire video 
is set against a backdrop of pictures of the sky, moon and 

sun. No band is seen, although Kip Blackshire sings the male 
background vocals and Milenia sing the female vocals. During 
Stone's verse, Prince is seen sitting while Angie sings to him 
and the camera. Generally, the video is an effective promotion- 
al tool, although the rotating camera and fading out becomes 
very repetitive. 


“When Eye Lay My Hands On U“ 
Released through NPG Music Club, 18 February 2001 
(edition #1) 

This video was clearly shot at the same session as “U 
Make My Sun Shine.” Prince's hairstyle is identical, as is the 
style of the video. Desray and another dancer are featured in 
this video. Prince melding of sex and religion is once again 
prominent, as his seductive dancing even contains a brief 
glimpse of him holding the dancer’s head below his waist. All 
the while, a book entitled The Truth (signifying Prince’s new- 
found religious understanding) is referred to often. The version 
released through the NPG Music Club is only 1:08 in length 
and is not the complete song. 


“The Daisy Chain“ 

Released through NPG Music Club, 22 March 2001 (edition #2) 
This video is far more playful than the previous two. 
Desray is once again featured prominently, enticingly dancing 
in front of a large daisy projected on a backdrop. Also featured 

is a young child picking the petals of a daisy. Prince is shown 
wearing an NPG basketball jersey, holding a basketball and 
(uncharacteristically) wearing basketball shoes. Although the 
video does not clarify the cryptic message of the lyrics, its 
playfulness is intriguing. Unfortunately, its amateurish quality 
is reminiscent of the “Alphabet St.” video and detracts from its 
positives. Intriguingly, it ends with Prince and Kip playing one- 
on-one basketball and the phrase “2 B Continued... Never!” 


“One Song” 

Released through NPG Music Club, 7 July 2001 (edition #6) 
Perhaps Prince’s most inexpensive video, the clip for 

“One Song” was clearly not intended for the public. The first 
five and a half minutes of the lyrics (consisting only of Prince's 
speech) is displayed with predominantly black text on a white 
background. Just prior to the music starting, the background 
changes to black, with white text displaying some words of the 
lyrics. The only graphic displayed is a picture of the Milky Way 


galaxy to represent the word “universe.” 


Unreleased Film and Video Projects 


This section covers unreleased film and video projects. Differ- 
ent co ations of or outtakes from released films and videos 
are not included. Only films/videos that have been document- 


ed to exist are included. 


The Second Coming 

Princes hometown concert at the Met Center, 7 March 1982, 
on the Controversy tour was captured on film by Minneapolis- 
based music video pioneer Chuck Statler, whom Prince had 
worked with on a video of “Cool” for The Time. Statler also 
shot some pre-show footage of journalist Jon Bream attempting 
to interview Prince backstage at the Met Center. The interview 
was a set-up, with the intention of providing a humorous 
vignette for the film. As Bream was talking to Prince's guitarist 
Dez Dickerson and Prince, drummer Bobby Z. Rivkin entered 
the dressing room and announced that he was going to make 
a sandwich. However, he could not find the mayonnaise, so he 
ran over to Bream and grabbed him by the collar of his coat, 
demanding “where's the mayo” before going berserk, hurling 

a couple of food trays against the wall and kicking over a food 
table. 

After viewing Statler’s raw footage from the Met Center 
concert, Prince decided that he wanted to develop the project 
into a “drama documentary” by incorporating vignettes 
between songs. There were even discussions about blowing the 
16mm film up to 35mm and getting theatrical distribution for 
it. Statler had previously worked with film editor Steve Rivkin, 
brother of Bobby and David Rivkin, and he asked him to edit 
and put the footage together. “Prince loved the footage we 
showed him,” recalls Statler. 

Prince came up with ideas for some vignettes to tie the 
songs together. Shortly after Prince had finished the Controversy 
tour, Statler and his film crew went out to Prince’s home to 
shoot different scenes for the film project, now tentatively 
titled The Second Coming. They shot some footage in Prince's 
bedroom of his then-girlfriend Susan Moonsie and another 
unidentified woman, both in their underwear. 

Statler and his film crew soon discovered that it was not 
easy working with Prince, who wanted to shoot scenes over 
and over again, never communicating what he was looking 
for or what his general ideas for the project were. “He had 
some scenario in mind, but he pretty much kept it to himself,” 
notes Statler. “I was in the dark about the whole thing.” The 
session evolved into “48 hours of madness,” according to 
Statler. Rivkin had edited part of the concert footage, but after 
his falling-out with Statler, Prince professed not to like any of 
it. Consequently, the project was never completed and Statler 
ended up never being fully paid for his work. 


Hard Life 

Filmed from March 27th to 30th 1987, this 14-minute film 
was shot using a local camera team. The full title is A Twisted 
Tale About Two Bums Living The... Hard Lifé. It uses tracks 
from Madhouse's 8 as the theme music, but it was never 
intended as an extended video clip or a promotional vehicle 
for the group. In fact, there was no practical use whatsoever for 
the film. Most scenes were filmed in the Washington Avenue 
rehearsal warehouse. The roles were played by Wally Safford, 


Greg Brooks, Cat, Jill Jones, Miko Weaver, Eric 
Matt Fink’s mother. Prince’s father, John L. Nelso 
an appearance. Prince doesn't act in the film, which is 
as being “misdirected by Prince.” 
Hard Life starts with an exterior scene, shot oul 
Crosstown Circle office. Two “bums,” played by al 
and Greg Brooks, are begging people for money. An 
woman, played by Matt Fink’s mother, refuses and g 
fist-fight with the men, while Gillian Stoneheart, a r 
portrayed by Jill Jones, and her chauffeur, Miko We; 
on. The two men end up in jail, with Eric Leeds as d 
Gillian shows up to bail them out, with the intentio 
them as cheap servants at a dinner party that she i 
The next scene shows the party, complete with 
Prince’s father, John L. Nelson, as two of the guests 
live unit of Madhouse providing live music ente; 
as the bums go into Gillian’s room to steal her valua 
shows up, apparently drunk, and seduces one of ther 
final scene finds the two men back in jail, but momen 
the jailer appears with a handful of money. After bei 
out once again by Gillian, the bums chant as they lea 
“Crime doesn't pay, but horny rock stars do.” (14 mins) _ 


Glam Slam “wallpaper” video 
This is a 60-minute tape that was often shown on the 
screens at the Glam Slam clubs in 1995. It includes s 
with Prince as Tora Tora and excerpts from unreleased 
video clips, mixed in with computer animation and 
from the films Barbarella and The Gate. (60 mins) 


